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CALIFORNIA WATER SERVICE COMPANY 
1720 NORTH FIRST STREET 
SAN JOSE, CA 95112  (408) 367-8200

October 29, 2024 

Advice Letter No. 2537 

To the California Public Utilities Commission: 

California Water Service Company (“Cal Water”) respectfully submits this Tier 3 advice letter 
requesting authorization to voluntarily relinquish its certificate of public convenience and 
necessity (“CPCN”) for constructing and operating a public utility water and wastewater system in 
its Millerton District located near Friant, CA in Madera County and to be relieved of any public 
utility responsibilities to that district. Please note that this advice letter will only be distributed 
electronically. 

Summary 

Cal Water submits this advice letter to voluntarily relinquish its certificate of public convenience 
and necessity (“CPCN”) for constructing and operating a public utility water and wastewater 
system in its Millerton District located near Friant, CA in Madera County and to be relieved of any 
public utility responsibilities to that district. 

Background 

Cal Water filed Application 20-01-012 with the Commission on January 24, 2020, to request a 
CPCN to provide water and wastewater service to new customers at a new mixed-used 
development, known as The Preserve at Millerton, near Friant, CA, in Madera County. Cal Water 
sought the authority requested in Application 20-01-012 based upon a proposed transaction with 
NFC-1 Investments L.L.C. (“Developer”) in the Asset and Real Property Purchase and Sale 
Agreement, dated and effective January 24, 2019 (“APA”). Under the two-part transaction, the 
Developer was to complete construction of the proposed water and wastewater systems 
necessary to serve The Preserve at Millerton. Following the acquisition, Cal Water would operate 
the water and wastewater systems as a public utility subject to the Commission’s regulatory 
authority.  

In D.21-08-007, the Commission granted Cal Water a CPCN for the new Millerton District and other 
related relief. However, since that time Cal Water and the Developer tried, but were unable to 
reach a mutual understanding of a path to closing the transactions contemplated under the APA. 
Consequently, Cal Water and the Developer mutually agreed to cancel the APA under the terms 
and conditions of a Cancellation Agreement dated and effective April 29, 2024 (“Cancellation 
Agreement”).  At no point did Cal Water commence service to customers in the Millerton District. 
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Discussion

In this advice letter, Cal Water requests authority from the Commission to voluntarily relinquish 
the CPCN granted in D.21-08-007 to operate the Millerton District and to be relieved of any public 
utility responsibilities to the system being abandoned. Because the parties were unable to close on 
the original proposed transaction transferring control of the water and wastewater systems, Cal 
Water never commenced public utility operations at the Millerton District – accordingly, the 
requested relinquishment of the CPCN will not impact any Cal Water customers. Therefore, Cal 
Water respectfully requests an order from the Commission revoking the CPCN granted in D.21-08-
007 to operate the Millerton District and to be relieved of any public utility responsibilities for that 
district. 

Authority 

Cal Water submits this as a Tier 3 advice letter according to General Order 96-B, Water Industry 
Rule 7.3.3(9). 

Requested Effective Date 

Cal Water requests an effective date of November 29, 2024. 

Notice  

Customer Notice: As Cal Water never commenced service in the Millerton District, there are no 
existing customers in the Millerton District to provide customer notice to. 

Service List: In accordance with General Order 96-B, General Rules 4.3 and 7.2, and Water Industry 
Rule 4.1, a copy of this advice letter will be electronically transmitted to Cal Water’s Millerton 
Advice Letter Mailing List on October 29, 2024. A copy of this advice letter will be transmitted 
electronically on October 29, 2024 to the official service list for the previous A.20-01-012 
proceeding in which the Commission previously granted the CPCN for the Millerton District. 

Response or Protest 

Anyone may respond to or protest this advice letter. When submitting a response or protest, 
please include the utility name and advice letter number in the subject line.  A response supports 
the filing and may contain information that proves useful to the Commission in evaluating the 
advice letter.  A protest objects to the advice letter in whole or in part and must set forth the 
specific grounds on which it is based. These grounds are: 

(1) The utility did not properly serve or give notice of the advice letter; 
(2) The relief requested in the advice letter would violate statute or Commission order, or 
is not authorized by statute or Commission order on which the utility relies; 
(3) The analysis, calculations, or data in the advice letter contain material error or 
omissions; 
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(4) The relief requested in the advice letter is pending before the Commission in a formal 
proceeding; or 
(5) The relief requested in the advice letter requires consideration in a formal hearing, or is 
otherwise inappropriate for the advice letter process; or 
(6) The relief requested in the advice letter is unjust, unreasonable, or discriminatory 
(provided such a protest may not be made where it would require relitigating a prior order 
of the Commission.) 

A protest shall provide citations or proofs where available to allow staff to properly consider the 
protest.  A response or protest must be made in writing or by electronic mail and must be received 
by the Water Division within 20 days of the date this advice letter is filed.  The address for mailing 
or delivering a protest is:  

Tariff Unit, Water Division, 3rd floor  
California Public Utilities Commission,  
505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94102 
water.division@cpuc.ca.gov

On the same date the response or protest is submitted to the Water Division, the respondent or 
protestant shall send a copy by mail (or e-mail) to Cal Water at the following address:   

Natalie Wales 
California Water Service Company 
1720 North First Street, 
San Jose, California 95112 
E-mail: cwsrates@calwater.com

Cities and counties requiring Board of Supervisors or Board of Commissioners approval to protest 
should inform the Water Division within the 20-day protest period so a late-filed protest can be 
entertained.  The informing document should include an estimate of the date the proposed 
protest might be voted on.  The advice letter process does not provide for any responses, protests 
or comments, except for the utility’s reply, after the comment period. 

Replies:  The utility shall reply to each protest and may reply to any response.  Each reply must be 
received by the Water Division within 5 business days after the end of the protest period and shall 
be served on the same day to the person who filed the protest or response.  If you have not 
received a reply to your protest within 10 business days, contact California Water Service 
Company at (408) 367-8200 and ask for the Rates Department. 

CALIFORNIA WATER SERVICE COMPANY 

____________/s/_______________  
Natalie Wales, 
Director, Rates 
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cc:  Syreeta Gibbs (Public Advocates Office) 
PublicAdvocatesWater@cpuc.ca.gov



Millerton District 
ADVICE LETTER FILING MAILING LIST 

PER SECTION III (G) OF GENERAL ORDER NO. 96-A 

CHOWCHILLA UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 
City of Chowchilla
Utilities@cityofchowchilla.org  

JASON ROGERS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
WORKS 
City of Chowchilla
JRogers@cityofchowchilla.org  

DAN FOSS, OPERATIONS DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC WORKS
City of Madera
dfoss@madera.gov 

JOHN GIES, GENERAL MANAGER 
Madera Water District Groundwater 
Supply Agency 
info@mwdgsa.org 

GREGORY RODGERS, GENERAL 
MANAGER
Madera Valley Water Company 
maderavalleywater@mvwc.net

CHRIS HICKERNELL, GENERAL 
SUPERINTENDENT 
Friant Water Authority 
chickernell@friantwater.org

JIM TSURUOKA, GENERAL MANAGER 
Pinedale public utility district 
ppud@att.net 

GEORGE STANLEY, MANAGER 
Easton Estates Water co. 
george@stanleycpa.com

LUKE SERPA, CITY MANAGER 
City of Clovis 
lukes@cityofclovis.com

SCOTT REDELFS, PUBLIC UTILITIES 
DIRECTOR 
City of Clovis 
scottr@cityofclovis.com

Pinedale County Water District 
jv.pcwd@gmail.com

MICHAEL CARBAJAL, DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC UTILITIES
City of Fresno – Water System 
Department 
michael.carbajal@fresno.gov

THOMAS W. BIRMINGHAM, GENERAL 
MANAGER
Westlands Water District 
tbirmingham@wwd.ca.gov

RICHARD TIM BAKMAN, PRESIDENT
Bakman Water Company 
tim@bakmanwater.com 

RICHARD SHAYMUS BAKMAN, 
PRESIDENT
Bakman Water Company 
shay@bakmanwater.com 

RODNEY ATTKISSON, DIRECTOR
Belmont Water Corporation 
rodneyattkisson@yahoo.com 
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PER SECTION III (G) OF GENERAL ORDER NO. 96-A 

PARTIES TO A.20-01-012 

CRYSTAL YU                                 NATALIE D. WALES                         
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION          DIR - REGULATORY POLICY                  
LEGAL DIVISION                             CALIFORNIA WATER SERVICE COMPANY         
ROOM 5139                                  1720 NORTH FIRST STREET                  
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                        SAN JOSE, CA  95112                      
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214              FOR: CALIFORNIA WATER SERVICE COMPANY    
FOR: PUBLIC ADVOCATES OFFICE                                                       

INFORMATION ONLY FOR A.21-01-012 

TERRENCE SHIA                              HANI MOUSSA                              
ADVISOR TO CMMR. G. SHIROMA                CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION        
EXEC                                       WATER BRANCH                             
EMAIL ONLY                                 320 WEST 4TH STREET SUITE 500            
EMAIL ONLY, CA  00000                      LOS ANGELES, CA  90013                   

MEHBOOB ASLAM                              DANIEL BUCH                              
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION          CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION        
WATER BRANCH                               ELECTRIC RATES, CUSTOMER GENERATION AND  
320 WEST 4TH STREET SUITE 500              ROOM 5018                                
LOS ANGELES, CA  90013                     505 VAN NESS AVENUE                      

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214            

PUI-WA LI                                  LORI ANNE DOLQUEIST                      
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION          ATTORNEY                                 
SAFETY BRANCH                              NOSSAMAN LLP                             
AREA                                       50 CALIFORNIA STREET, 34TH FL            
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                        SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94111                 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214                                                      

WILLIS HON                                 TODD PRAY                                
ATTORNEY                                   REGULATORY PROGRAM MANAGER               
NOSSAMAN LLP                               CALIFORNIA WATER SERVICE                 
50 CALIFORNIA STREET, 34TH FL              1720 N 1ST STREET                        
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94111                   SAN JOSE, CA  95112    
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